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Planting Aftercare Watering Instructions  

Watering & Aftercare: Watering is the number one reason people don’t succeed in their gardens. It is imperative to water regularly for your plants to thrive. But not all plants need the same amount of water.  Overwatering can kill a plant as fast as underwatering, so treat these recommendations as a guide and adjust as needed.

Trees & Shrubs: Newly planted trees and shrubs need to be watered thoroughly 3 times per week (depending on wind and temperature, more for hot, less for cool) for their first year and again for at least the second spring & summer. Thoroughly means putting your hose on a slow trickle for 20 minutes at the base of the plant. Sprinkler systems that go on a few times a week may not be enough for newly planted trees and larger shrubs. Switch to drip irrigation or soaker hoses for 30 to 60 minutes at a time, depending on the size of your plants, one to two times per week.

Broadleaf evergreen trees and shrubs must be treated with an anti-desiccant around Thanksgiving to prevent winter burn. This can be re-applied during February when the temperature is above 40°.  We now offer anti-desiccant treatments.  Call to inquire. 
Perennials and Mums: Newly planted perennials must be watered thoroughly every 2-3 days. After several weeks, this can be reduced to one good soaking at least once a week. If it’s hot or windy, you must check more than once weekly as your plants could dry out more quickly.

Annuals: Most annuals tend to dry out quickly. Check them daily, especially during the hot, dry summer months. If you water thoroughly until water runs from underneath the pot, you should get away with watering 2-3 times per week. The smaller the container, the more often you must water it (especially with hanging baskets). 

Lawns: Sodding and Seeding: Newly installed Sod requires watering a minimum of once daily for at least two weeks after installation. It will then need to be watered 2-3 times per week after that once it’s firmly rooted in. Newly seeded lawns need light watering 1 to 2 times daily, less for shade/cool locations, and 2 times for full sun until the seed germinates. After the seed has grown, a good soaking 2 to 3 times a week should be fine. In the heat of the summer, this may have to be 3 times per week. Early morning is the ideal time to water.
Low humidity—late March to May: When you hear the news talk about red flag warnings for forest fires, you should soak your shrubs and trees planted less than two full years ago at least once per week. Your plants are stressed from the winter and are starting to grow and bloom. Your irrigation system is probably still off, so grab a hose and soak them.

*If you have had new plants or lawn installed this season, please request a later appointment to winterize your irrigation system. In the colder months, new trees and plants cannot uptake enough water to sustain themselves.  Your new plantings will need to be well-hydrated going into the winter.    
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